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Our Family Immigration History 
 

Our ancestors came to the United States through Boston, New York and Québec. 

 

Our ancestors emigrated to the United States from the United Kingdom, Canada, Germany and 

Norway.  Many of them arrived at New York Harbor, although only one is specifically known to 

have passed through the immigration station on Ellis Island.  A handful came to the United States 

through Québec, most passing through Canada’s Grosse Île Quarantine Station. 

 

For some, I found ship logs that provided specific departure and arrival dates and locations.  In 

some cases, I also found drawings, paintings or photos of the ships. 

 

I have only found limited Information on the naturalization of our immigrant ancestors, but I have 

included that information when I found it. 
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John and Jane Lambie Wasson 

John and Jane Lambie Wasson came to the United States from Dailly Parish, Ayrshire, Scotland in 

1834 through New York.  They settled in Amboy Township, Oswego County, New York.  Their 

daughter Agnes and her husband Robert Robertson also came to the United States in 1834 

through New York.  It is not known whether they settled in New York when they first arrived; the 

earliest available record for them after their arrival shows that they were living in the Detroit, 

Michigan area by 1837. 

 

 
John and Jane Lambie Wasson and their son Hugh appear on the passenger list for the Brig 

Hero, which sailed from Greenock, Scotland, and arrived in New York on July 23, 1834. 

 

Drawing of the Schooner Providence and the Brig Hero, dated 1846 

 

Robert and Agnes Wasson Robertson appear on the passenger list for the Camillus, which sailed 

from Greenock, Scotland and arrived in New York on May 8, 1834. 
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John and Jemima Russell Wasson 

One account of John (Jemima) Wasson’s life is that he first came to New York in 1832.  According 

to one of his obituaries, John first came to New York with his parents, John and Jane, which was 

in 1834.  However, he was not listed as a passenger on the ships that either parents John and 

Jane or sister Agnes traveled on, and I have not yet found a record for him on a different ship. 

 

John did not remain in the United States.  He returned to Scotland, apparently before the 1840 

U.S. Census, and was living in the village of Hurlford, Ayrshire at the time of the 1841 U.K. Census.  

While living there, John met and married Jemima Russell. 

 

John and Jemima emigrated to the United States the following year, arriving at the Grosse Île 

Quarantine Station in Québec, eastern Canada’s primary immigration entrance station at the 

time, on or before June 19, 1842, before continuing on to his parents’ farm in Amboy Township, 

Oswego County, New York.  The name of ship they arrived on is unknown. 

 

John and Jemima’s firstborn, son John, was born at sea on May 16, 1842.  At the time, Grosse Île 

was within the parish of the Anglican Church in Rivière-du-Loup, Québec, located almost 100 

miles downstream from Grosse Île.  This church handled baby John’s baptism on Grosse Île, the 

record of which was the first I found that connected our Wasson ancestors to Dailly Parish, 

Ayrshire. 

 

Baby John Wasson’s baptism record 
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The Rivière-du-Loup Anglican Church, now the St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, in Rivière-du-

Loup, Québec, was built in 1841, just a year before baby John Wasson’s baptism.  Although John 

and Jemima passed within sight of it as they sailed upstream towards Grosse Île, there’s no 

reason to believe that they ever set foot inside this church. 

 

  



Our Family Immigration History  5 

The Prescott, Sawyer and Lewis Families 

The Sawyer line of our ancestry is our oldest line in what is now the United States, settling in 

Massachusetts not long after the arrival of the Mayflower. 

 

John and Mary Prescott were Puritans who emigrated from England to the Boston area in about 

1637, bringing their children, including daughter Mary, with them.  They settled in Watertown, 

Massachusetts, before co-founding and becoming some of the early settlers of Lancaster, 

Massachusetts, possibly named for John Prescott’s native county in England. 

 

Thomas Sawyer, also a Puritan, was the first Sawyer in our Sawyer line to come here.  Thomas 

along with possible brothers Edward and William emigrated from Lincolnshire, England to Boston 

possibly aboard a ship commanded by a Captain Park, but the name of the ship is unknown.  

Thomas initially settled in Ipswich and then Rowley in Massachusetts.  Likely after Thomas moved 

to Lancaster in 1647, he married John and Mary Prescott’s daughter Mary in 1848.  Our Sawyer 

line descends through them. 

 

Their grandson Moses Sawyer married Ruth Lewis.  Her possible great grandparents George and 

Mary Lewis with their son Thomas emigrated from Kent, England to Boston, Massachusetts in 

1634.  This may make George, Mary and Thomas Lewis our earliest known direct ancestors to 

immigrate into what is now the United States. 

 

Around 1690, the Sawyer line of our ancestors moved to Connecticut, where generations of our 

Sawyer ancestors lived until the end of the American Revolution.  A later Moses Sawyer, his wife 

Elizabeth and their family moved to Kingsbury, Washington County, New York by 1783.  In 1784, 

Moses was unwilling to pledge an oath of allegiance to the now independent United States, so 

he and his family moved with their three children, including oldest son John, to Sorel, Québec.  

They joined a number of New England Loyalists who made this move, populating what would 

become the English-dominated region of Québec known as the Eastern Townships. 

 

Samuel Sawyer 

Moses and Elizabeth Sawyer’s son John and his wife Hannah had several children while living in 

the Eastern Townships.  Their son Samuel Sawyer was born in Stanbridge, Missisquoi, Québec in 

1829.  He and some of his siblings emigrated to the United States over land, settling in and around 

Fort Edward, Washington County, New York and elsewhere, starting by 1850, more than 60 years 

after his grandparents left that area for Québec. 

 

There were other Sawyers living in Washington County, New York, both when Moses and 

Elizabeth Sawyer left for Canada and when Samuel Sawyer and some of his siblings moved there, 

but it is not clear whether they were related to our Sawyers. 
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Jane and Ellen McNeil 

Jane McNeil and her children John, Jane, James, Duncan and Helen (Ellen) emigrated from 

Glasgow to Québec in the early 1840s after Jane’s husband Duncan died in 1840 and after the 

1841 U.K. Census.  They passed through the Grosse Île Quarantine Station before settling in the 

Eastern Townships area of Québec. 

 

Jane remarried, but after the birth of their daughter Anna Sanders in Canada in 1845, her second 

husband died.  In about 1853, when he was 18-20 years old, James McNeil emigrated over land 

to the United States, finding employment in the lumber industry in Fort Edward, New York.  Once 

he was established there, he arranged for his mother and siblings to join him in New York. 

 

Jane McNeil’s son John did not join them in New York.  He would have been well into his 20s by 

this point, living and on his own or with his own family, assuming of course that he was still alive.   

 

 

Samuel Sawyer and Ellen McNeil married in 1855-1858.  Their daughter Carrie Sawyer married 

the son of John and Jemima Wasson, Joseph Wasson, in 1879. 
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Christian and Elisabeth Hartwig Gensicke 

Johann Christian and Anna Elisabeth Hartwig Gensicke emigrated from Reetz (bei Belzig), 

Brandenburg, Prussia to the United States in 1853.  After brief stays in New York City, Buffalo and 

Chicago, they headed to Iowa, initially to Buffalo Rock, Scott County before settling in Wilton 

Junction, Muscatine County. 

 

 
Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke appear on the Hamburg emigrant passenger list for the 

Rastede, which sailed from Hamburg, Germany on October 15, 1853, and arrived in New York 

near the end of that month. 

 

 
Painting of the Rastede 

 

Christian Gensicke became a naturalized citizen of the United States on October 12, 1863.  An 

1855 revision of U.S. naturalization law automatically granted citizenship to the alien wives of 

U.S. citizens.  Thus, when Christian Gensicke was granted citizenship, his wife Elisabeth 

automatically became a U.S. citizen, and therefore she did not have to apply for citizenship 

separately. 

 

Research Notes 

There is a second village in Brandenburg also named Reetz.  Several Gensickes living near that 

Reetz also emigrated to the United States around 1853, but I have not yet found a connection 

between those Gensickes and Christian Gensicke. 
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Friedrich Krueger 

I found little specific immigration information for Friedrich Krueger and his second wife Auguste.  

Based on other records, they apparently emigrated from Posen Schneidemühl, Prussia (present 

day Piła, Poland) to the United States in 1854, and initially settled in Wisconsin.  He and his family 

later moved to Luzerne, Iowa. 

 

Christian, Barbara and Caroline Hoffman 

I have been unable to find much in the way of specific immigration information for Christian and 

Barbara Hoffman and their daughter Caroline.  Based on other records, they apparently 

emigrated from Uttenreuth, Bavaria in the 1840s to the United States, and settled in Wisconsin. 

 

Carolina (Caroline) Hoffman may have arrived aboard the Maria and Adriana in 1840, but I have 

not been able to confirm this. 

 

Christian Hoffman pledged his intent to become a U.S. citizen on February 25, 1847.  His 

citizenship was granted April 29, 1856. 

 

 

After the deaths of their spouses, Friedrich Krueger and Caroline Hoffman Sauertieg were 

married in 1862. 

 

The granddaughter of Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke and Fredrich and Caroline Krueger, Esther 

Gensicke, married the grandson of John and Jemima Wasson and Samuel and Ellen Sawyer, 

Duncan Wasson, in 1921. 
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Oscar Mikkelsen (Oas) 

Oscar Mikkelsen (Oas) emigrated from Tangen, Stange, Hedmark, Norway to the United States in 

1903.  He passed through the immigration station on Ellis Island en route to Rothsay, Minnesota, 

where he worked on the farm of his uncle, Johannes Mikkelsen.  Johannes returned to the United 

States on the same ship.  Two family friends from Tangen also made the same trip en route to 

jobs on the Mikkelsen farm in Rothsay. 

 

 
Oscar Mikkelsen (Oas) appears on the passenger list for the R.M.S. Celtic, which sailed from 

Liverpool, England on March 18, 1903, and arrived at Ellis Island on March 28. 

 

 
Postcard of the R.M.S. Celtic   

 

Oscar Oas became a naturalized United States citizen between 1910 and 1920. 
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Emma Embretsen Bakke (Smebakk) 

Emma Embretsen Bakke (Smebakk) emigrated from Åsnes, Hedmark, Norway to the United 

States in 1903.  She passed through Canada’s Grosse Île Quarantine Station and then New York 

City en route to De Lamere, North Dakota, where she would be working as a domestic at the 

home of her uncle Olaf Newgaard. 

 

 
Emma Embretsen Bakke (Smebakk) appears on the U.S. Steerage passenger list for the S.S. 

Parisian, which sailed from Liverpool, England on June 18, 1903, and arrived at Grosse Île on 

June 27. 

 

 
Emma also appears on the U.S. Immigration Officer record for passengers on the S.S. Parisian 

arriving in Québec who are bound for the United States. 

 

Emma arrived in New York City on July 4th, 1903, where she reported she had been astounded by 

the fireworks celebrating Independence Day, initially mistaking the sounds for gunfire. 

 

It is not clear how Emma got from Québec to New York City, whether it was overland or by ship, 

and if it was by ship whether she passed through the immigration station on Ellis Island.  She did 

have contact with U.S. Immigration at Grosse Île, and I have yet not found any variants of her 

name in searches of passengers who arrived through Ellis Island. 

 

She boarded a train in New York for her journey west to North Dakota. 

 

 
Postcard of the S.S. Parisian 
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Photo of the S.S. Parisian.  The S.S. Parisian was rebuilt in 1899 with only one smokestack.  In 

1912, it participated in the search for survivors of the sinking of the Titanic, although it returned 

to port without finding any. 

 

Emma Bakke became a naturalized United States citizen between 1920 and 1930. 

 

 

Oscar Oas and Emma Bakke were married in 1907. 
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Iver Sondrol 

Iver Sondrol emigrated from Vang, Oppland, Norway to the United States, arriving on March 10, 

1926.  He settled in Milaca, Minnesota, where he initially worked plowing farms owned by his 

uncle Knut Ellingbøe. 

 

The Immigration Act of 1924 had transformed the country’s immigration process.  Immigrants 

could be processed at American embassies in their country of origin.  Ellis Island was no longer a 

general immigrant processing station.  Rather, it was mainly used to detain immigrants who had 

problems with their paperwork, to process war refugees and others who could not be processed 

at the embassies, and to detain candidate immigrants for deportation. 

 

Iver reported that he arrived in the United States through Ellis Island.  As this was in 1926, if this 

is true, then there was likely a problem with his paperwork when he arrived.  I have not yet found 

any variants of his name in searches of passengers who arrived through Ellis Island. 
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Iver Sondrol appears on the passenger list for the S.S. Bergensfjord, line 14, which sailed from 

Oslo, Norway on February 26th, 1926, and arrived in New York on March 10. 
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Iver was one of two on the pages who did not have a checkmark at his name, but instead had a 

line drawn across his entry.  He also did not have a “mark of identification” code.  This may 

suggest that his arrival was treated somewhat differently than for most of the others on his 

ship. 
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Photo of the S.S. Bergensfjord in 1927 

 

  
3rd Class sleeping berths aboard the S.S. Bergensfjord (left); 3rd Class dining aboard the S.S. 

Bergensfjord (right) 
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Iver Sondrol became a naturalized citizen of the United States on February 8, 1933.  The timing 

allowed Iver to get his U.S. passport for a return trip to Norway later that year. 

 

Iver’s father, Ole Torsteinsson Sondrol, emigrated to the United States twice, staying for about 

seven years each time.  But by 1905, he had returned to Norway for good, where he started his 

family and lived the rest of his life.  I have not yet found immigration records for him for either 

of these stays. 

 

Iver Sondrol married the daughter of Oscar and Emma Oas, Evelyn Oas, in 1934. 

 

The daughter of Iver Sondrol and granddaughter of Oscar and Emma Oas, Trudy Sondrol, married 

the great grandson of John and Jemima Wasson, Samuel and Ellen Sawyer, Christian and 

Elisabeth Gensicke and Fredrich and Caroline Krueger, Boyd Wasson, in 1959. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Mark David Wasson 

Last updated December 10, 2021 

 


